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the constitution of the international pierre gy sam-
pling Association (IPGSA) specifies that the IPGSA 
council may present a “distinguished service award“ 
to persons who over a sustained period have made di-
stinguished and noteworthy contributions to the orga-
nisational activities of the association and/or its con-
ferences.  recipients of this award may be nominated 
by any member of the ipgsa council or international 
advisory committee prior to each World conference on 
sampling and Blending (WcsB).  

For the first time since its establishment in 2017, the 
council received a compelling nomination for this 
award on the occasion of the 11th World conference on 
sampling and Blending (WcsB11) held in Johannesburg, 
south africa, in may 2024 - and after a very brief dis-
cussion the council agreed that the inaugural distingu-
ished service award should be presented to none other 
than dr. Kim h. esbensen.

as the initiator of the WcsB conference series, the 
council could not think of a more worthy recipient 
of the inaugural award.  Kim was the creator of the 
WCSB concept and organised the very first confe-
rence (WcsB1) in esbjerg, denmark in 2003, the key 
aims being to bring together practitioners, experts and 
academics from all over the world involved in samp-
ling, share their expertise, and promote the theory of 
sampling (tos) developed by dr pierre gy who was the 
guest of honour at WcsB1.  this was a truly visiona-
ry development by Kim and initiated the entire WcsB 
conference series.  since then, WcsB conferences have 
been held around the world in australia, Brazil, south 
africa, chile, peru, France, china and norway (next up 
is cornwall, uK).  Kim played a key role in all these 
conferences, including the establishment of the inter-
national pierre gy sampling association a.o. to assess 
bids and coordinate the allocation of WcsB conferen-
ces.  he has also played a pivotal role in the publication 
of WcsB proceedings, and since 2013 was editor of tos 
forum and the spectroscopy europe/World ”sampling 
column” that in 2024 evolved into the aggregated 
journal ”sampling science and technology” (sst).
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Figure 1:  Dr. Kim H. Esbensen with IPGSA‘s Distinguished  
 Service Medal.

Kim H. Esbensen was well qualified to undertake the-
se tasks: he has been research professor in geosci-
ence data analysis and sampling at geus, the national 
geological surveys of denmark and greenland (2010-
2015), chemometrics and sampling professor at aal-
borg university, denmark (2001-2015), and a professor 
(process analytical technologies) at telemark institute 
of technology, norway (1990-2000 and 2010-2015).  
in 2015 he moved on from his 35-year academic career 
to undertake a new role as a consultant and indepen-
dent researcher.  But this did not terminate his love for 
teaching, as he regularly takes on international roles as 
a visiting, guest and affiliate professor.  As a geologist/
geochemist/metallurgist/data analyst by training, he 
first worked for more than 20 years at the forefront of 
chemometrics. 
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however, since 2000 he has devoted most of his r&d 
efforts to representative sampling of heterogene-
ous materials, processes and systems, in particular to 
the theory of sampling (tos), pat (process analyti-
cal technology) and chemometrics.  he is a member 
of several scientific societies, has published over 250 
peer-reviewed papers, and is the author of a widely 
used textbook in multivariate data analysis, the 6th 
edition of which was published in 2018.  For 15+ years, 
he has been the driver behind the world’s first horison-
tal (matrix-independent) sampling standard ds3077 
(2014), the revised 3rd edition launched 2024, which 
is currently being progressed towards becoming an iso 
standard.

congratulations Kim on receiving the inaugural ipgsa 
distinguished service award.  

this award complements the pierre gy sampling gold 
medal that he received from the international pierre 
gy sampling association in 2013 at WcsB6, which is 
awarded to individuals who have made significant con-
tributions to teaching and dissemination of the theory and 
practice of sampling.


